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CERTIFICATE OF PROBABLE CAUSE 

It was learned that at the time of his death, CMF was being treated for a cold with homeopathic medicine by his adoptive 
mother KIMBERLY FORDER, DOB 03/16/62. KIMBERLY explained the bruises and abrasions on CMF'S body were the 
result ot reactive detachment disorder, however it wasn't professionally diagnosed at that time. KIMBERLY explained this 
caused CMF to inflict injury upon himself by throwing himself around the residence such as against a wall, onto the floor and 
picking and scratching at his skin. KIMBERLY also stated that CMF had been abused for the first four years of life prior to 
him coming to live with their family. ' F 

According to medical reports when the FORDER family adopted CMF, he was in the 75* and 95* percentile of growth and 
when he died, he was in the 5 percentile. In the course of the investigation, it was learned that the FORDER children were 
miStFUSt ° f ° UtSide bflUen ° eS t0 faclude police ' CPS ' sch00ls > ***** «c. The children were all 

On 08/09/06, our office received CPS Referral #1 74201 1 indicating that JENNIFER FORDER had come forward with 

S? n 2 E*M* death °! her ad °P tive brother > CMF - JENNIFER was reporting that her mother had been the one 
who had killed CMF The referral goes on to say that when he was adopted, her mother started spanking him for being 
naughty. She stated that after about a year, her mother began beating CMF for almost an hour at a time where he would be 
r d a f nd would P*f out ^ * e J**ings- She said her mother never sought medical attention for CMF'S injuries 
She said the abuse escalated to include further beatings, however his food and water would be taken away and he spent most 
of his tune m a eriMfc > nuhcated that if CMF didn't take the right bite size of food or chew properly; her mother would ! 
h,s food away. JENNIFER went on to say that CMF began stealing food from the compost buckeVand was punished 
doing so. She said that another form of punishment was that he had to stay in the basement without food and water for three 
days at which time he began stealing dog food. 

™f te£i * at ft**** tel1 ^°P le about ** sito "*on, but she was told that she was lying and was threatened by 
her father. She explamed that these were just a small part of the abuse. She said that all of the children endured abuse to 

£ C d ?t^Z e £™ ^ISS 1 F 4 " W f r ' Starved md beaten - JENNIFER also indicated in the referral that her parents 
had moved to Africa on 07/1 1/06 along with the rest of the adoptive children and had adopted a set of infant triplets from 

mm^m with JENNIFER F0RDER over Ae phone Md man&Qd t0 have her meet with me on Tue5da * 

£om^ 

SKSlltt SteVC DUCkWOrth ^ 1 ^ ^ JENMFER F0RDER - d a ^ — • 

saidfttcMF^ t ^SSfttft i?/ 0rmati ° n m had P r0vided 10 our office * * e CPS referral. She also 

said CMF S biological brother, NJF, DOB 09/12/95 was also adopted by the family. She said he was abused also to 

mclude food and water withheld, however not as often. ' 10 

hl?!r^ at ^ fan ! iIy *f ?P at fee a S e of fo ^ ^ *e abuse started shortly thereafter. She indicated that CMF 
began wetting his pants, wetting his bed and at that point, he was then made to sleep in a crib in the hallway on a bare 

delecate on himself She said he was forced to wash his own clothing in a five gallon bucket on an outside porch and if that 
Z&tT ^ ^ W ° Ujd *"* WS ^ * thC bUCket Conteined * e soiled ^thing untilTLpped 
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She said that her mother would throw CMF into the duck house as a form of punishment and would be left there for several 

sSSSX^ IT*' ° r bl ? kets - He was to,d since he ^ ,ike ** animal, he should be treated like an aiiimal She 
said that CMF had been starved and beaten daily for four years. If he dropped any weight, her mother would panic and he 

be .? d , However ' £ he chewed *e food incorrectly, she would take him downstairs and beat him until he bled. 
JENNIFER said she continually tried to tell her rather about the abuse CMF was being subjected to, however he refused to 
acknowledge that there was any abuse going on. She said that her father had spanked CMF more than once with a belt on his 
bare bottom and would strike him forty-five to a hundred times. 

^Sf^ T m j nc } d ^ t w !i ere her raother was attempting to cut CMF'S hands off with a saw for stealing and her 
mother felt that by cutting his hands off, it would prevent him from going to hell for stealing. She said she tried to infervene 
and stop her mother, but was unable to do so at that point. She said she ran upstairs to turn the television on so that the other 
children could not hear CMF screaming and that is when CMF ran up the stairs behind her. 

She said CMF was forced to wear diapers while living with them. She said there were times he was forced to wear soiled 
S^t^i a fl of punishment. She said there was an incident about a year prior to his death where her mother 
got angry after CMF had soiled his diapers. She said he was forced to stay outside for four days in a row wearing the same 

ftT £3 SEP ' ^ W, 'f eld Tbs S °i! ed ^ eventUaI,y fc]1 10 his where he was ** allowfd ^ remove 
finally allowed to come back inside the house where her mother had scrubbed off the maggots using a scrub brush on CMF. 

JENNIFER told us there was an incident where her mother had directed CMF to go play and when he didn't immediatelv 
respond, her mother pushed CMF down an outdoor stairway made of nine railroad ties She said he cut his forehead onle 

T m °?\ StelrS L S !! e S8id CMF made "° S0Und after he Struck * e concrete he Im^^Zv, 
seizure. She said her mother brought him in the house and was in an unusual state of panic saying "My God, I think 3 

him over and over again. She said KIMBERLY was also saying "Oh my God, don't die" and she sa* S XMF^eyes 
S^fo^Sf^ ^ S ° Ught medicaI She *« CMF ^tinned tohav! 2£w» 

efgnt tizSes ™*" *** M m ±e year CMF died - he had * 

We spoke about mcidents described in the CPS referral where CMF was stealing food from the compost bucket and had been 
caught domg so by the mother and father. JENNIFER said that her mother would hold CMF'S SSSte^ 
father would pick up CMF by his ankles; stuff CMF into the bucket until his body was lifeless. 

We then spoke about the day CMF died and JENNIFER told us that four days prior, CMF appeared to be having problems 

mSSL ^Sftf SeC ° nd *k "k WS - ° f Ch6St PaiDS Md hC W3S Skp P ed * S ^ther for 
said I ^h«St r*T^ " bath , Sh f Said ? Ae *f ° f hfa death ' her *■* ■* raother ca » ed church «ends 8 and 
StSStlK?* CMF was dymg and asking what should they do. JENNIFER said her parents were told to take him to 
^MrP th ^,never drd. She said her father then called a family meeting, without their mother and told them thaThe 
Sf^^l^t^ ^ m0ther h3d kHled him - She said he offered two options to them, that CMF be allowed 
not £ ° r C ° Uld 0811 9 1 1 at which time *• children ™*1 Probably be removed from if 

htT/t^K 8 ? 6 ^ *? hCT ^ t0ld *»» t0 make a decision ** d " to She said 
S!£Kf*^ S0Und COming 6,0111 CMFS bedroom ' 50 she into the bedroom. 
JENNIFER said she observed her mother and father performing CPR on CMF and her brother, MICHAEL, wascTuing 911. 

S'S^r^rt^lS i "ft ** ShC W3S SOny ' m had him that *• ^w he was dying 

and that she didn t want to get him help because of the bruising. She also said that all of the children in the house were 

S^TT k * 1 ^ r Cre M CMF - JENNIFE * ®» * ** WF Previously told her that she would S kill 
herself than talk about what happened in the FORDER household to anyone outside L family 



3 



Detective Lori Blankenship, KCSO #42 

Date: August 23, 2006 

Place: Kitsap County, Washington 



Page 3 of 5 




CERTIFICATE OF PROBABLE CAUSE 

On 08/20/06 at*l 830 hours, Detective Duckworth and I spoke with MICHAEL FORDER who is currently in 
Kitsap County Jail for the alleged rape of RJF. MICHAEL was arrested on 07/ 12/06. 

MICHAEL was read his Miranda Rights, he stated he understood his rights and was willing to speak with us. MICHAEL 
initially told us that his father was the main disciplinarian in the home. He confirmed that CMF slept in a crib in the hallway, 
was forced to wash his soiled clothing in a bucket on the back porch, was forced to sleep on the deck as a form of punishment 
and had food taken away for not eating his food right. He also confirmed that CMF was punished for stealing food from the 
compost bucket. He told us that he had only seen his mother spanking CMF with a wooden spoon and had not seen any other 
type of physical abuse. He said he chose to not be at home a good portion of the time because he was either working or at a 
friends home. MICHAEL finally admitted that his mother was the main disciplinarian in the home and that she would go 
overboard with the spanking. 

In speaking about the day CMF died, MICHAEL confirmed that there was a family meeting and their father had told them he 
should have stepped in sooner to help CMF. He said their father told them that CMF would be going to the hospital the next 
day and that there would be problems due to CMF looking pale underweight. He said their father told them that it would be 
likely the state would get involved and he asked the children what they should do. 

MICHAEL was asked if he was concerned about the other children and he told us that his parents did a "hundred and sixty 
degree" change to the better in how they treated the children after CMF'S death. He said he had noticed that two to three 
weeks prior to CMF'S death, CMF still received spankings, but not as much. 

On 08/22/06 at 1240 hours, Lieutenant Earl Smith and I met with RJF in Montesano, Washington. It should be noted that RJF 
was initially very hesitant to speak with us regarding the circumstances around CMF'S death. 

RJF said that when CMF first came to their family, she didn't observe any serious behavior issues, however they developed 
over time to include the bedwetting and the soiling of his pants. She confirmed that CMF was spanked with numerous items, 
mainly a two to three foot length of one-inch dowel. She said he spent the majority of the four years in a crib. She confirmed 
that CMF had to wash his soiled clothing in a bucket on the deck and was sometimes made to be out there all day washing 
the same clothing over and over again. She said she had observed her mother grab CMF by the neck and force his face into 
the bucket of dirty water on numerous occasions because she felt he wasn't listening to her. She confirmed he had been 
forced to sleep in the duck house for four to five days at a time without food or water or blankets as a form of punishment. 
She said she would sneak food out to CMF when no one was watching. She said he was forced to stand outside in the yard in 
a soiled diaper for twenty-four hours at a time. She told us of another incident where CMF was made to stand in the comer 
for punishment, however her mother felt he wasn't standing in the corner correctly. She said her mother beat him again with 
the dowel and he received a serious laceration to the back of his head that was bleeding. She told us that CMF received on the 
average, six beatings a day. 

She said she attempted to tell her father about the abuse, but he ignored her. She said that about six weeks prior to CMF'S 
death, RJF said she threatened her mother that she would report the abuse if it didn't stop. She said after that point there was 
a reduction in the beatings that CMF endured. 

RJF confirmed that on the day CMF died, her father had called the family meeting. She also confirmed that her father said 
that CMF was sick and that if he died, they could bury him in the backyard or take him to the hospital at which time the 
children would be removed from the home. She confirmed that their father indicated it was their decision and had gone to 

RJF told us that it was her parents plan to return CMF to the state once his bruises had healed. She told us that the harshest 
punishment she observed was when she was awoken about 0200 hours in the morning and heard sounds in the basement She 
said she went downstairs; saw her mother holding an infant sibling in one arm and the dowel in the other. She watched her 
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mother beat CMF, who was lying naked on the floor, with the dowel while still holding onto the infant. She said she grabbed 
the dowel away from her mother, got CMF dressed and fed him. She said she noted that CMF had significant bruising on his 
back. 

RJF ended her statement to us by saying that one time when she was sneaking lunch to CMF in the basement following a 
beating, CMF had told her that he just wanted someone to love him. She said she told CMF that she loved him. CMF then 
stated that God forgives her (indicating his mother). 

Since MICHAEL'S arrest on 07/12/06, RJF has received a totaJ of four phone calls from KIMBERLY FORDER asking her 
to drop the charges, asking if she has spoken to MICHAEL, telling her that MICHAEL could get life in prison and indicated 
that MICHAEL is willing to sell his vehicles so that he can give her (RJF) money. 



I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the foregoing is true 
and correct 
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